JOAN    OF    ARC
the belief of its children that not even the toughest doubt
could survive in the bright rays of its omniscience. The
members of the Faculties, it appeared, had not been in
the least troubled by their absence from Joan's examina-
tion, as had the two conscientious abbots; they were as
positive about the facts and her character as if they had
made a study of both all their lives. They made no
allusion to those hidden facts "which we cannot know/'
nor once intimated that " God alone, who penetrates all
hearts, could decide whether she was in mortal sin."
Others might be troubled by these considerations; they
knew perfectly well that what was hidden from themselves
could be of no possible interest to the Almighty.
The Voices, declared the Faculty of Theology with
unanimous voice, were "seductive and pernicious lies
proceeding from evil and diabolic spirits, such as Belial,
Satan and Behemoth," three demons whose ugly faces
were being caught time and again in the pure scientific
beams of the Faculty's lantern. Joan's clothes were
proof of a dissolute spirit; her making war on the king's
enemies proved that she was a traitress, cruel and athirst
for human blood; in asserting that God wanted the
English and the Burgundians to be beaten she had
"transgressed the command to love her neighbour as
herself," etc., etc. On each of the twelve articles she
was unquestionably guilty several times over. The court
had been shown its duty, let them now carry it out.
The Faculty of Law responded in similar terms with
equal unanimity.
Enclosed with the opinions was a letter to the bishop,
which he read with becoming modesty, praising his
"celebrated trial" and promising that when he appeared
in Heaven the Prince of Pastors would reward him with a
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